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MDCC XI. 


EN 


Jovis 31* Die Januarii, 1739-40. ad 
Ordered, 


HAT the Thanks of this Houſe * 

given to the Reverend Dr. Mballey, 
for the Sermon by him preached before 
this. Houſe Yeſterday at St. Margaret's, | 
Weſtminſter ; ; and that he be defired to 
print the fame; and that Mr. Edward 
Finch and Mr. Thomas Pelbam do ac- 
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N. HARDTNY GE, 


Cler. Dom. Com. | 


TEST. DTT 


HEB. xi. 4-4 


"pm B y it he being dead, yet 
ſpeaketh. 


HERE is nothing, it ſhould ſeem, 
| that is better fitted to convey the moſt 
| profitable Leſſons of Inſtruction to the 

Mind, than the ſetting before it the 
Tranſactions of former Times, and the Exam- 
ples of thoſe who have gone before us in their Ge- 
nerations, yet ſtill appear ſtanding in the Re- 
cords of paſt Ages, as the beſt monumental Guides, 
whether for our Direction in the Perſuit of 
thoſe happy Ways that lead to Virtue and Ho- 
nour, or the declining thoſe unhappy, that have 
as fatal a Tendency to Vice and Infamy. 

IxpRED this is the moſt noble End, as well 
as the propereſt Uſe to be made of all Hiſto- 
ry, to teach us that beſt Sort of Wiſdom, a prac- 
tical Wiſdom, by tranſmitting down to us the 
Actions of our Forefathers, that ſo by an attentive 
Conſideration of their bad and good Conduct, 
together with the Cauſes and Conſequences of 
both, we may come to know by what moſt like- 


ly Means we are to avoid the one, and imitate . 


the other. 

Tux Holy Scriptures themſelves are frequent 
in this Method of Inſtruction. Thoſe Hiſtories 
and Events, that are recorded in one Part of the 
ſacred Writings, are, we find, often appealed 


to in the other to recommend and enforce the 
B Rules 


* 
L. 
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Rules and Precepts there delivered. We are told, 
all ſuch Things were written aforetime for our 
Learning; that is, that we may from them learn 
to improve in the Knowledge and Practice of our 
Duty. The Life and Actions of the Divine Au- 
thor of our Holy Religion are ſet out to us 
in the Goſpel Hiſtory, as a Pattern for our Imi- 
tation, This is repreſented to. us, as one great 
End of our Saviour's living and converſing among 
Men; the leaving us an Example that we ſhould 
follow his Steps. vo 
Tux Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
has, in the Chapter from which my Text is 
taken, enumerated a ſhining Catalogue of Wor- 
thies, from whoſe Examples to ſhew us the Ex- 
cellency and Neceflity of a religious Faith and 
Truſt in God, in order to the rendring our 
ſelves well pleaſing and acceptable to him. In the 
Front of theſe ſtands the righteous Abel, whom 
Cain, his wicked Brother, ſlew, And wherefore 
flew he him? I put the Queſtion in the Words 
of St. John, that I may anſwer from the Mouth 
of the ſame Apoſtle: Becauſe his own Works were 
evil, and his Brother's righteous. ' So early did 
thoſe Furies, Malice, Envy and Ambition, make 
their appearance in the World, that when there 
were but four perſons in it, and they ſtanding 
in the neareſt Relation to each other, one of 
them was put to Death, and that for no other 
Reaſon than that which ſerved to enhance the 
Guilt of it; that he was more righteous before 
God, and on that Account more highly favour- 
ed by him than his unnatural Murderer, 


Bur 


ibe Houſe of Commons. 


„Bor; ſtill his fegt eναν]gν is remembred. with 

Honour: And he remains to us at this Day, 
though at the Diſtance of five thouſand Years, 
an original indeleable Monument of the Worth 
and Efficacy of a Divine Faith, By it be being 
dead, yet ſpeaketh. 

I $HALL here beg Leave to borrow theſe 
Words, and apply them in a mare large and 
general Senſe, to the mournful Occaſion of 
our preſent Solemnity, and to that wonderful 
end horrible Thing, which was as upon this Day 
committed in our Land. This I ſhall do by en- 
deavouring to ſhew how the Royal Sufferer, 
whom we are here met together to commemo- 
rate, though he be long fince dead, yet con- 
tinues to Heal, and to preach upon this Day to 
all the People of this Nation, 

INDEED that unfortunate Prince may be look- 
ed upon as the great Preacher of the Day, to 
every Perſon throughout the Kingdom, There 
is no Engliſhman that King CHARLES the 
Firſt does not on the thirtieth of Fanuary ſpeak . 
to, in a Way of Addreſs, the moſt engaging and 
importunate, the moſt intereſting and affecting. 
He ſpeaks to us by his Faith and Virtues, by his 
Patience and Sufferings; and, may I add like- 
wiſe, by his Failings. He ſpeaks to us by the 
cruel Triumphs of his mean Enemies, by the- 
inhuman Slaughter of himfelf, and his noble 
Friends; by thoſe fierce and fatal Contentions 
of Parties, that ſo long overſpread theſe King- 
doms with War and Bloodſhed, and at length 
brought on the general Deſtruction of them, 


by the Ruin of this. Church and Monarchy. 
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Bu r may I preſume to ſay, he ſpeaks to Tou, 


who. compoſe this auguſt Aſſembly, in a more 
articular and emphatical Manner, To You, by 
whoſe Authority this Day hath been ſet apart 
for a national Remembrance; to Fou, who are 
the Repreſentative of the great Body of the Na- 
tion; who are entruſted with the Guardianſhip 
of its Laws and Liberties, thoſe Laws that were 
ſo impiouſly violated, thoſe Liberties that were 
ſo baſely poſtituted, by Men who diſgraced the 
Stations You poſſeſs with ſo much Honour, and 
who ſhould then have been what You now are, 

bleſſed be God for it, the Protectors and Patrons 
of them both. 

I $HALL not here take upon me to enter in- 
to any 1 Detail of this black Part of our 
Engliſh Story, or to enumerate the ſeveral Steps 
* Methods that brought on ſo diſmal a Cataſ- 
trophe, and which drew after it ſuch a horrid 
Train of Confequences. Such a Narration better 
befits a Hiſtory than a Sermon; and would at 
beſt prove but a melancholy Employment. Be- 
ſides that theſe Things are already fo well known- 
to You to whom I am ſpeaking, that any Men- 
tion of them from me in this Place would be 
ſuperfluous, and Your own filent Recollections 
will eaſily prevent me in whatever I could have 
to. fay to You in this kind, 

So that I ſhall have Your favourable Allow- 
ance in paſſing them all over with this one Re- 
flection, and in which I am ſure to have Your 
Opinions go along with me, that although no 
Prince of his Time had fewer Faults than King 
CHARLES I, and perhaps ſearee any that went be- 

fore 
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fore him; yet that thoſe Failings, few as they 
were, ſerved by a wonderful Direction of Provi- 
dence to bring upon himſelf and the whole Na- 
tion as many and as great Calamities, as ever any 
Prince or People; as ever any Church or King- 
dom ſuffered, ſince there were any ſuch things as 
a Church or Monarchy, any Government or Re- 
ligion in the World. 

IWII IL therefore beg leave to employ wh 
Time Your Patience ſhall allow me, and I may 
hope it will not ſeem an improper or unbecom- 
ing Employment, in the endeavouring to remind 


You of ſome of thoſe ufeful and important Truths 


which may preſent themſelves 'to onr. Thoughts 
from the Occaſion of this Day's Solemnity : I ſay, 


fome of thoſe Truths; for ſurely this great, this | 


memorable Day {till is, and ever will be, ſo bi 


with Matter of the moſt concerning Inſtruction, 


as it was once with the Fate of CHRARL Es and Exc- 


LAND, that no Wit or Labour can exhauſt it: I 


ſay, I will endeavour to remind You of them; 
for I preſume not here to take upon me the 
Office of a Teacher, but of a Remembrancer, 

B E pleaſed therefore to recollect with me the 
few following Confiderations; as they may re- 

ard us either in our religious, or civil Capacities; 
as we are all-Profeffors of one Holy Religion, and 
are joined together in the Communion of the 
fame excellent Church; or as we live under one 


happy Form of Government, and are Members 


of the __ Civil Society. 


UNDER he former of” theſe Heads the firſt 


Obſervation I ſhall make, and I rejoice that I am 
able 


able to make it with ſo much Propriety to the 
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reſent Occaſion, is, that a well grounded Faith, 
and a firm Perſuaſion of the Principles of Reli- 
gion can adminiſter to Men the beſt, the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial Conſolation in their Afflictions; can alone 
ſuſtain the Mind under the ſevereſt Preſſures of 
Fortune; and impart ſuch a mighty Force and 
Strength to it, as to render it not only compoſed 
and ſerene, but even exulting and triumphant 
amidſt all the moſt calamitous Suferings . of this 

preſent World. | 
For the Truth of this Obſervation, I might 
produce the Teſtimony of a great Cloud of 
Witneſſes. I might urge the Example of the 
Bleſſed Feſus himſelf, the Author and the Finiſher 
of our Faith; J might appeal to the Apoſtles 
and primitive Diſciples of our Lord; I might 
claim the Suffrages of a whole noble Army of 
Saints, Confeſſors and Martyrs, in all Ages of 

the Church. 9 
Bur I ſhall for the preſent content myſelf 
with the Mention of that one Inſtance, which 
I dare ſay every one of you has already in his 
Thoughts; I mean of that truly Chriſtian King, 
for whoſe Memorial we are here aſſembled on 
this ſolemn Anniverſary: Not of his Birth; in 
that other Princes have been as illuſtrious: Not 
of his Succeſſion to the Crown; that of other 
Princes has been uſhered in with as joyful Ac- 
clamations: Not of any ſignal Victory obtained 
over his Enemies in Battle; in that, alas, not 
only many other Princes, 'but his own rebellious 
dubjects might boaſt of greater Succeſs: But of 
that which is far greater and more glorious 
| than 


- 


the Hguſe of Commons. 


than all theſe, his victorious, his triumphant 
Death; that, in which he had no Rival, no 
Competitor; in which he not only equaled, but 
ſurpaſſed the Fame of all other en in 
which he was more than Congueror. 
CERTAINLY When we reflect upon the 
Sufferings and Virtues of that excellent King ; 
when we conſider the Magnitude, the Variety, 
the Continuance of his Misfortunes; when we 
fee him ſuffering in the Diſtreſſes of thoſe that 
were moſt near and dear to him, his Wife and 
Children, his Family and Relations, his moſt 
faithful Servants and Friends, I need not add, 
this Church and Nation, which were always next 
his Heart; when we view him in the Hands of 
his mercileſs Enemies, carried about from Place 
to Place, as it were to grace the Triumph of 
their Victory; when we behold him in a Pri- 
ſon, a Hall, or on a Scaffold; and when at the 
ſame Time we remember with what invincible 
Conſtancy he bore all theſe; when we contem- 
plate the compoſed F irmneſs and Stability of his 
Soul; his Reſignation, his Patience, his Courage, 
his Magnanimity, his heroic, his Chriſtian For- 
titude; we cannot but conclude, that God was 
pleaſed thus ſeverely to afflict him for the pub- 
lic Trial and Exerciſe of his Virtues; and that 
he was in a particular Manner choſen and ap- 
ointed by Providence, to exhibit a new royal 
Example of Chriſtian Suffering, and ſo, it poſſi- 
ble, to reſtore the decaying Virtue of theſe laſt, 
theſe worſt Ages of the World. 
How did the Luſtre of his Virtues ſhins 


through and ry his Misfortunes? How 15 
is 
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his ſuperior Patience ſtill baffle and diſappoint, 
though it could not ſubdue the worſt deadly 
Malice of his Enemies? How were their Crimes 
ſurmounted by his Goodneſs; their Murmurings, 
by his Indulgence; their ſeditious Clamours, by 
his Conceſſions; their Treaſons, by his Pardons; 
their Hypocriſy, by his Sincerity ; their falſe 
Zeal, by his true Zeal for Religion; their Ha- 
tred, by his Charity; their Revenge by his For- 
giveneſs ; their barbarous Murther of him, by his 
laſt dying Prayers for them and their. Poſterity ? 
How did every freſh Calamity that befel him 
ſerve only to heighten and illuſtrate his Character? 
How did he become brighter in the Furnace of 
Affliction; and was made, after the great Captain 
of his and our common Salvation, * through 
Safferings? | 
For I am perſuaded to believe, that great and 
good King was made more good, more great by 
his Afflictions. Doubtleſs, however they were by 
his Enemies intended for his Shame, they have in 
a moſt eminent Degree contributed to his Glory. 
If he had enjoy'd a quiet and peaceable Reign, 
how had thoſe Virtues been ſhewn, which are 
produced wholly by Dangers and Difficulties? If 
he had been victorious over his Enemies, where 
had thoſe Graces appeared, which ſhine forth on- 
ly in the Day of Calamity and Diſtreſs? Inſtead 
of theſe, it is poſſible we might have heard of ſome 
contrary Errors and Failings; we might have 
been told of Exceſſes and Severities in Govern- 
ment; of undue Rigours and Exactions.— 
Bu T now the Defects, whatever they were, 
of the Monarch, are all hid in the Sufferings of 
12 8 4 | the 
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the Martyr. His Spots and Blemifhes diſappear 
and are loft in the prevailing Splendor of his 
Virtues. For theſe he is temembred; for theſe 
admited; atleaſt it is fit it ſhould be ſo upon 
this Day: But more eſpecially doth his Memory 
ſhine out to us in that . evangelical, that divine 
Grace, a patient Suffering in Affliction. And he 
did, he could learn this from no other Principle 
but his Religion; the beſt of all Religions, the 
Chriſtian, the Refotmed Religion, the Religion of 
the Church of England. | 5 
I wouLD obſerve in the ſecond Place, tha 
as a well grounded Faith and Truſt in God can 
adminiſter to Men the beſt Comfort and Sup- 
port in their Afflictions; ſo on the other hand, 
a blind miſguided Zeal in Matters of Religion 
becomes the moſt terrible Engine of Perſecution, 
and is dreadfully attended by Conſequences of all 
other the moſt fatal and deſtructive to Mankind. 
TT is almoſt impoſſible to diſcourſe: on the 
miſchievous Effects of this mercileſs Deſtroyer, 
this inſatiate Devourer of Men, without in- 
curring the Mention of Things, the moſt fright- 
ful and horrible to human Nature; of dark 
and deep Treaſons and Conſpiracies; of Aſſaſſi- 
nations, Murders, and midnight Maſſacres; of 
Dungeons, Racks and Torments; of Arraign- 
ments and bloody Executions; of Fire, Sword 
and Deſolation; of Havock, Spoil, and Ruin; 
of Weeping, and Wailing, and Gnaſhing of Teeth; 
of Lamentation, and Mourning, and Wor, 
Bur I am loth to trouble either You or 
myſelf with the Repreſentation of ſuch Things, 
as can neither be heard, nor ſpoke, nor thought 
| ne 1c _— 
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on without Horror. And yet we all know there 
have been Men, Men profeſſing themſelves. to 
be Chriſtians, nay better Chriſtians than the reſt 
of the World, who have dared not only to think 
on, but to contrive; not only to contrive, but to 
execute theſe Barbarities; or if there be any other 
that are worſe than theſe, What do I ſay? 
who have dared to execute? nay, who have 
boaſted. in the Execution. of them';; who have 
pretended all the while the Glory of God and 
the Good of Mankind; the carrying on the 
bleſſed Work of Reformation, and fighting the 
Battles of the Lord. 

Goop God! who art the Father of Mer- 
cies, and delighteſt in the Happineſs of thy 
Creatures, that ever Men ſhould dare to diſ- 
honour thee,. at ſuch a Rate! That they ſhould 
in thy Name, and by thy Authority take upon 
them to hate and perſecute their Fellow-Crea; 


tures; or think of; doing thee Service by being 


ſavage and cruel, and. deveſting themſelves of 
all Humanity! Bleſſed Jeſus! that thy holy 
Religion, which was deſigned to ſoften and re- 
form our Nature, and to ſweeten the Tempers 


and Diſpoſitions of Men; to perſuade them to be 


kind and loveing, tender and compaſſionate to 
their Brethren, ſhould, by I know not what 
ſtrange Perverſion, be made the Occaſion to 


- Chriſtians of. Fierceneſs and Cruelty, of deſtroy- 


ing and butchering one another 
I DARE not ſay, and yet a very-great and 


good Man, and one of the beſt Preachers this 


or any other Nation ever produced, hath ſaid 


it before me; that better it were there were no 
Revealed 
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Revealed Religion, thau to be acted by a Religion 
that inſpires Men with ſo wild a Fury and 
prompts them to commit ſuch Outrages. But 
this Iwill venture to ſay; that it were better 
for Men never to have embraced the Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, than to have perverted it to ſuch 
wicked and horrid Purpoſes, that not only con- 
tradict the Principles of Chriſtianity, but of all 
Natural Religion, and even of Humanity itſelf. 
Our would hardly think it poſſible ſuch 
Things ſhould be true, for indeed there is hardly 
any Thing that appears leſs likely to be ſo; but 
repeated Facts have put the Matter beyond Doubt- 
ing or Diſpute. Hiſtories are ſwelled with theſe 
Things; and the. Recorders-of Eccleſiaſtic Affairs 
have found it neceſſary to employ a great Part of 
their Works, in recounting the Heats and Animo- 
ſities among Chriſtians, and the Barbarities and 
Cruelties which they have from Time to Time 
exerciſed upon one another on account of Religion, 
as if the ſucceeding Ages had learned to practice 
the Arts of Perſecution from the Heathen Em- 
perors; or, as if our Bleſſed Saviour had not made 
Love, but Hatred the diſtinguiſhing Character 
of his Diſciples and Followers; had not come 
to ſave Mens Lives, but to deſtroy them; and 
Chriſtians had eſteemed it the only indiſpenſible 
Part of their Duty to fulfill that Saying of his, 
that he came not to ſend Peace on the Earth, but a 
Sword. + 
- AND thus it hath — whenever a blind 
and intemperate Zeal hath taken Poſſeſſion of 
Mens Minds, to the heating as well as darkening 


their Underſtandings; and whenever God in his 
| = Bw Wrath 
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Wrath hath been provoked to let looſe this furi- 


ous Monſter upon the World; then have all thoſe 


Miſchiefs and Miſeries ſprung up, which are fo 
much to be feared and dreaded by the Sons of 


Men ; among which none are more ſo, than thoſe 


with the moſt demure and fariftified Names; @ 
Holy League, or a ſolemn Covenant. | 


I SEAL IL not need to ſpend any Time in 
ſhewing what a powerful Influence this anti- 
chriſtian exterminating Principle had in bring- 
ing about the black Tragedy of this Day. The 
Annals of that Prince's Reign are notorious. We 
have all been told, and lateſt Poſterity will hear 
the Story with Aſtoniſhment, how a grand and 
unnatural Rebellion was raiſed; an antient and 
powerful Monarchy overthrown ; a juſt and 4 mer- 
ciful Prince vanquiſhed, impriſoned, arraigned, 
and at laſt publicly murdered on a Scaffold by 
his own Subjects, The beſt conſtituted Form of 
Government, Laws, and Religion, that ever any 
Nation could boaſt to enjoy, utterly defaced and 
brought to Ruin; and all through the Workings 
of that abominable Spirit,- which teaches to ſepa- 
rate Religion from Goodneſs, and to perſecute and 
deſtroy Mens Lives for-God's Sake. ak 

 G1vs me leave to add another Obſervation 
under this Head, which; though it may perhaps 


at the firſt View appear to be not fo agrecable 


to the foregoing, yet will, if I miſtake not, be 
found upon Examination to be eaſily reconciled 
with it, and alike applicable to the Occaſion of 
our preſent Solemnity. And that is, that Atheiſm 
and Infidelity, a Diſbelief of a God, and the Prin- 
os of Religion, is likewiſe very deſtructive of 

| the 
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the Peace and Quiet of the World; and together 
with Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm, equally ſerves to 
promote and help forward the ſame miſchievous 
Effects. 0 

Fo I am truly neck; that an iotemperate 
miſguided Zeal, and an obſtinate Infidelity in the 


Buſineſs of Religion, however different their out- 


ward Garbs and Appearances may be, are yet in 
their Cauſes and Conſequences nearly allied to each 
other. And though their Tendencies, like the 
Beginning of a Circle, may for a while ſeem to 
look different and contrary Ways, yet being car- 
ried on will afterwards Bo ſeen to approach, and 
unite at laſt, | 

I am warranted in this Obſervation as well 
from the Reaſon and Nature of the Thing itſelf, 
as the concurring Hiſtory, and Experience of all 
Ages. For whether it be that theſe two miſcrea- 
ted Deformities of human Nature are of the ſame 
Birth, and have one common Parent, or elle, 
like Sin and Death, that one of them is propa- 
gated from the other, certain it is, that they 
have generally made their Appearance together 
about the ſame Time, and have ever been found 
to draw their chief Force and Strength from each 
other, and, as by a deteſted Intercourſe, to beget 
all that abhorred Brood of Evils, . which have 
been ſo often and ſo mightily troubleſome to the 
World, 

Ap this, by the Way, may flava to expoſe 
the Weakneſs and Folly of that Opinion, which 
has been contended for by ſome with fo much 
Eagerneſs; namely, that Atheiſm is a very harm- 


leſs Thing to Society, and not at all to be feared 


or 


or — on account of any Miſchief it is 
| «like to do the State; and this too by thoſe very 

Men, who have all the while been crying out a- 
gainſt the Dangers of Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm, 
and the Miſeries which they bring along with them 
upon Mankind. So apt are Men to run into Er- 
ror and Contradict ion out of an overweening Con- 
ceit of themſelves, and their on Abilities beyond 
the Reach of others, and a certain Fondneſs for 
going out of the Way to hunt after ne and pa- 
radoxical Opinions. 

HowE vn theſe warm Advocates for Infide- 
lity have, it muſt be confeſſed, demonſtrated to 
us the Truth of one Paradox, and that as great 
a one, it is poſſible, as any they would maintain; 
which is, that there may be, and actually have 
been Zealots in Atheiſm as well as Superſtition. 
And which of theſe have done more Miſchief in 
the World, and have occaſioned greater Diſorders 
in States and Kingdoms, might perhaps afford us a 
Problem of no eaſy Solution. 

Ir is certain they have both of them a very 
unfriendly Aſpect to Society, and the more ſo as 
they are — found to act in Aid of one 
another. Indeed I cannot but look upon the 
miſtaken religious Zealot as the propereſt Tool 
for the Infidel to work with; as we find this laſt 
often perſonates the other, the better to carry on 
his Deſigns. And for this Reaſon their ſeparate 
Forces may not be thought to be ſo formidable ; 
but when they act in Conjunction, as they uſually 
do, they acquire a mutual and redoubled Strength 
and Ts It is then they lay dangerous Seige 

to 
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to Virtue, Truth and Religion, and threaten Ex- 
tirpation to Laws and Government. Hi 
How far this was the Caſe in the unfortu- 
nate Reign of that Prince whoſe Death we now 
lament; and what a large Share of thoſe Troubles 
and Confuſions are to be placed to the Account of 
Infidelity and Profaneneſs, I need not declare; they 
can ſufficiently tell this, who are at all acquaint- 
ed with the Hiſtory and Manners of thoſe Times. 


HavinG thus laid before you theſe Conſidera- 
tions of a Religious Nature, I ſhould now come 
to offer ſome others that may regard us in our Po- 
litical Capacities; as we live together under one 
happy Form of Government, and are Members 
of the ſame Civil Society, # mr 

Bu r here I am ſenſible how much it will be- 
come me to remember the proper Buſineſs and 
Duty of my Function, and at the ſame. time, 
the Character and Dignity. of the Perſons to 
whom I am ſpeaking. For as it belongs not 
to the Office of a Preacher and Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, to buſy himſelf with handling Matters 
of a foreign and public Concern, ſo I ſhould 
here ſtand chargeable with the greater Imperti- 
nence in attempting this, who am now addreſſing 
to You the avowed Counſellors and Patrons of 
the State. And it may be {till a greater Argument 
of Caution to.me at this Time to avoid any 
Tranſgreſſion in this kind, becauſe the unwar- 
rantable Licence of Preaching, and political De- 
claiming from the Pulpit, has been juſtly reckon- 
ed as one of the chief Cauſes that helped to in- 


flame Mens Minds, and prepare them for the 
4 WE. acting 
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acting that Tragedy which we are now met to 
deplore. ws es pf = OO 
I wiLL therefore in this Part of my Di- 
courſe only ſay ſo much as I ſhall hope to be 
juſtified in from the particular Occaſion of the 
Day, and your own previous Expectations. Nor 
ſhould I by any Means be able to ſatisfy either of 
theſe, if I were here to omit the Mention of thoſe 
great national Calamities, that are wont to owe 
their Beginnings to the immoderate Heats and 
Contentions of Parties. This is a Topic of Diſ- 
courſe that muſt ever be ſeaſonable upon this Day, 
and I wiſh to God it were unſeaſonable to Eng- 
liſbmen at all other Times. The Spirit of Party 
is certainly the moſt troubleſome and miſchievous 
thing, that can annoy any Government, It com- 
monly ſprings from the worſt and moſt unjuſti- 
fiable Motives, and tends to the moſt pernicious 
Effects. Malice, Envy, Ambition, are its ungod- 
ly Parents; Clamour, Sedition, Rebellion are its 
ill-favoured Off-ſpring. Indeed it is to be appre- 
hended there are ſome, who join in promoting 
theſe Evils, out of I know not what ſtrange unac- 
countable Levity of Temper, who are apt-to look 
upon it as a ſort of Diverſion, and, like Solo- 
mon's Madman, who ſcatter theſe Firebrands, Ar- 
rows, and Death, and fay all the while, Are not 
we in Sport? However, theſe are generally but 
the Under-workmen and Retailers of Sedition, 
who follow the Cry of their Leaders, without 
confidering the End, or whither they are going ; 
yet might it be of Service to them to remember, 
that MzJchref is the Sport of Fools. But the Heads 
and Leaders of Faction are Men of other Com- 
. | plexions 
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plexions and other Views; they are acted by tho 
turbulent and black Paſſions; the Deſigns of theſe 
Men are deep and erous; they meditate De- 
ſtruction; Havock and Ruin are their Gain; 
they are intent upon raiſing Storms, that they 
may hope for Spoil and Plunder in the com- 
mon Wreck of their Country. Such are the Abet- 
ters of Faction; which is itſelf a Monſter ſo 
multiform and variegated, that there is no fix- 
ing any certain deſcription upon it; its Effects 
and Qualities are alſo many and various, but all 
deteſtable, It is an evil Diſeaſe bred out of the 
bad Humours of Men, and oftentimes not to be 
cured without much Severity. It is a wicked 
Leaven that is apt to leaven and ſour the whole 
Lump; it often ſpreads to that Degree, as to 


make the whole Head fick, and the whole Heart 


faint, Thoſe that are infected with it, as it is 
faid of Perſons that have the Plague, are al- 
ways deſirous of communicating it to others, 
What ſhall I ſay? it is an unruly Evil full of 
deadly Poiſon. It never wants the Pretence of the 
public Good, at the fame Time that. it is doing 
all poſſible Miſchief. in a Country. It delights 
in Whiſpers: and Innuendos, is- nouriſhed by Ca- 
lumny and Detraction, and as it gets Strength, 
breaks out into Clamours and Seditions, and at 
laſt into open Rebellion. It is never ſo well 

leaſed as when it can diſcover a Fault, and will 
magnify the leaſt Overſight or croſs Accident into 
the greateſt Crime; nay, it will invent ſcandalous 
Stories, though ever ſo incredible and abſurd, 
rather than want an Opportunity of railing. Such 
are the Arts of Faction, ſuch the Means of diſ- 
Ai = treſſing 
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trefling Government. Thus bath this Monſter been 
accuſtomed to ravage and deſpoil the World; and 
it hath not only infeſted Courts and Cities, and 

popular Aſſemblies, thoſe. frequented Scenes of its 
ts but it bath been known to: make its way 
even to.the Obſcunty of a Cottage, and the Receſs 
of a Cloyſter. There is no Nation that hath not felt 
the Effects of its Fury; and happieſt is that People 
that is fartheſt removed from its Contagion. 
Bur I have neither Leiſure nor Inclination to 
perſue theſe Reflections any further; and ſhall 
therefore gladly take leave of them, to make room 
for one that may not ſeem altogether improper in 
this Place. It has been obſerved: by Perſons con- 
verſant in our Affairs, that this Kingdom, whe- 
ther from the Conſtitution of its Government, 
or the natural Temper of its. Inhabitants, '-or 
from whatever other Cauſe, has oftner been dif. 
turbed by inteſtine Diviſions than almoſt any 
other. This I know has by ſome been made a 
Mark of the Excellency -of. our Engliſh Conſti- 
tution; as the fineſt Machines are — liable to 
be hurt and put out of order. For my part I 
know not how to look upon it in this Light, 
nor can J eſteem this as any proper Compliment 
to my Country. It ſhould ſeem to me that a 
Firmneſs of Parts is preferable to ſuch a precari- 


ous Delicacy in the political Body, However if 


any Argument is to be drawn for the Goodneſs 
of our Conſtitution from. the Frequency of our 
Diſturbances, it is not that we have ſo often 
fallen into them, but that we have ſo often re- 
covered from them. This indeed may be con- 
ſidered as a good * of the conſtitutionak 
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Strength and elaſtic Force , inherent in our State. 
But I heartily pray this' Nation may never again 
have an Opportunity of ſhewing the Vigour of ite 
Conſtitution in this Way. 3 Lan ; n bit 9761 « ' 
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' AFTER what has been ſaid, I have only to 


add an Inference or two by Way of Uſe and Ap- 
plication to ourſelves, + T7 

Pins r, That we make it our chief and prin- 
eipal Concern, to attend to, and endeavour to pros 
mote the Intereſts of true Religion, By ſo doing 
we ſhall not only perſue our own greateſt Good, 
but we ſhall likewiſe confer the higheſt Benefit 
upon our Country. The Intereſts of our Church 
and State are infeparable. ' This is a Truth which 
our Anceſtors: have taught us at their Coſt; we 


may rely upon their Experienee in this Matter, 


and may be affured the Religion and Civil Go- 
vernment of this Nation muſt ever ſtand and fall 
together. We are at this Time, and we have 
great Reaſon to be thankful to God for it; in 
in Poſſeſſion of the beſt and pureſt national Wor- 
ſhip and Religion in the World; let us take Care 
to preſerve this invaluable Bleſſing, neither lean- 
ing to Infidelity on the one Hand, nor Fana- 
ticiſm and Enthuſiaſm on the other. It muſt 
be Matter of the greateſt Concern to every wiſe 
and good Man to obſerve, that theſe two have 
of late made a very uncommon Appearance 
amongſt us. I will propheſy ao Evil to my 
Country; but it behoves us to be much upon our 
Guard, and extremely watchful; when two ſuch 
Enemies are abroad, and ready to attack us. 
Surely we ought to uſe the utmoſt Diligence to 
91 4 | obſerve 
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obſerve theit Motions, to hinder them from ad- 
vancing, and by all Means to prevent their Con- 
junction; leſt afterwards our Endeavours prove 
too late, and we find they are become too power- 
ful to be reſiſted. It will neither be neceſſary nor 
becoming for me to preſcribe in this Aſſembly 
the particular Methods of effecting this happy 
Work by the legiſlative Authority. Your own 
Wiſdomes, and known Attention to the public 
Good, will, I doubt not, ſuggeſt to Vou the moſt 
effectual Proviſions to be made for that Purpoſe, 
as well as the propereſt Times of making them. 
But it falls within my Province to take notice, 
that one very powerful Means to this End will be 
by the exetnplary Encouragement given to Reli - 
on and Virtue in our Lives and Practice. This, 
it is likely, will ſucceed to influence the Behaviour 
of others; and this Influence again will be com- 
municated ; till it goes; on to prevail at length to 
the general ;Amendment, and the general Safety. 
We |" lately humbled ourſelves before Almigh- 
ty God, to implore Succeſs againſt a foreign Ene- 
my ; let us remember that the ſincere Practice of 
Religion is the ſureſt Means to obtain this Succeſs, 
This will cover our Heads in the Day of' Battle, 
and fight for us better than Fleets and Armies, 
a flirong m_ or @ mighty Shield. It is an Ob- 
ſervation founded on the uniform Experience of 
Ages, and vouched by the Authority of the beſt 
Reaſon, that public Communities have always 
flouriſhed or been unproſperous according as their 
Virtues or Vices have prevailed. And it is the 
Aphoriſm of one of the wiſeſt of Men, that 
Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, but Sin is the Re- 
| | . proach 
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proach of any People. Let this then remain with 


us as an indubitable Truth, that the Advance- 


ment of public Virtue is the Advancement of 


the public Weal. And it is likewiſe as cer- 


tain; that public Virtue cannot be more effec- 
tually promoted, than by the Examples and Au- 
thority of thoſe, whoſe exalted Stations give them 
the Advantages of a higher -and more extenſive 
Influence on the Minds of others. 


SECONDLY, that we be very careful to avoid 
all Occaſion of exciting or fomenting Party-Di- 


viſions and Diſſentions in the State; not to give 


into the Deſigns and Practices of diſcontented and 


factious Men; can I add, their Principles? for 


vice of the Wiſe Man, and well worth our ſerious 
Conſideration; My Son, fear thou the Lord and 


the King, and meddle not with them that are 


given to change. As if the conſorting with Men 
of ſuch unſettled and changeful Diſpoſitions, were 


enough to. make our Religion and Loyalty ſu- 


ſpected. We of this Nation have, if any other 


eople, ſufficiently experienced the Miſeries that 
attend upon civil Diſcords, We have likewiſe had 


abundant Reaſon to bleſs and praiſe Almighty God, 
who hath ſo often delivered us from the Jaws of 
this Political Death, and we truſt will yet deliver 
us. If Experience, which is ſaid to be the beſt 
Teacher of Wiſdom, can make us wiſe, furely 
we cannot at this Time of Day ſtand in need of 


any further Inſtruction. It only remains to us, that 


we make the right Uſe of former Miſcarriages, in 
order to avoid the like for the Time to come. I can- 


not but with great Pleaſure obſerve with what Una- 
2 nimity 


ina 3 are ſteddy Things. It is excellent Ad- 
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nimity and Alaerity all Parties have joined in vindi- 
cating the Nation's Honour from the unjuſt Dep 
dations of a haughty and intractable Enemy, This 
may give toom to hope for a more perfect Agree- 
ment in all other Matters. May the Omen be happy, 
and prove the welcome Forerunner of reſtoring all 
our Breaches, and healing all our Diviſions. There 
is nothing wanting but à juſt Senſe of our Con- 
dition to make us the moſt contented and happy 
People. We live under the beſt and moſt perfect 
Form of Government that is this Day to be found 
on the Face of the Earth. We live in the full 
and complete Enjoyment of all our Religious and 
Civil Rights. The great Affairs of the State are 
conducted by the moſt wiſe and ſteddy Counſels. 


His Majeſty i is poſſeſſed of all thoſe royal Vir- 1 


tues that can endear a Prince to his People; his 
conſtant Cares and Labours for the public Good? 
truly conſtitute him the 'Father of his Country. N 
As he is far from deſigning any Invaſion on our 
Liberties; let us on our Parts be as far from all 
Endeavours to diſturb him in the Poſſeſſion of 
his juſt Prerogatives. As he makes the Laws the 
Meaſure of his Government, let us make them 
in like Manner the Rule of our Obedience, If 
we do this, and join the Fear of God with the 
Honour of the King; we may with Confidence 
apply to ourſelves what the royal Pſalmiſt hath 
long ſinee pronounced; happy is that People that 


is in ſuch a Caſe, yea, happy 1s Tg (7% le who | 
woe is the Lord. 5 5 7 | 2 


